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Woking (Surrey) Joint Branch is relatively 
small (some 12 members) but covers a 
wide age range (from Jobmaster aged 17 
to Chairman aged 70) and is very active, 
The branch owns a minibus (financed by 
waste newspaper sales) which is made 
available to other branches and voluntary 
bodies. The pictures below illustrate 
some of the many activities in which 
Woking is involved. 


Over and above these activities, members 
of the branch regularly visit a home for 
the elderly, operate a ‘flashing light’ 
system, assist cycling proficiency training 
for children, help in a home for the 


Since 1 February Dor Knap has been 
under new management with David and 
Clare Currant serving jointly in the 
Warden/Housekeeper role. 


David (aged 38) has had a serics of 
managerial and administrative appoint- 
ments in industry — mainly in the field of 
computer systems, Clare (33) has worked 
as a photographer and as a secretary: in 
recent years, though, she has concentrated 
on exercising her considerable skills as 
housewife and mother. 


David tells us that he started work in the 
North of England and developed there 
the keen interest he still has in cycling 
and walking (besides flirting briefly with 


the amateur theatre!). Moving to London, 


he went to live in the Leysian Mission 
where he helped with the youth club 

and other activities, As a sideline, he 
helped to build railways in N Wales: 
indeed, he and Clare started their 
courtship when they were shovelling rock 
together! At one time he turned his flat 
into a furniture workshop while he was 
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mentally handicapped, shop for the blind, 
visit one severely handicapped gentleman 
each evening to put him to bed, etc! 

Last year, one sponsored walk raised 
£100 for Surrey projects; a visit to 
Poperinge was followed up with an 
invitation to two ‘Kitcheners’ to spend a 
holiday in Woking; every month, visiting 
speakers addressed ‘open gatherings’; the 
branch (as 1977 winners) staged the 1978 
Toc H General Knowledge contest 
between N Hants and W Surrey; Toc H 
exhibitions, embodying tape/slide 
programmes were mounted at local sixth 
form colleges. Carry on, Woking! 
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helping to set up an international students’ 


hostel in London. He is a keen home 
craftsman — especially in wood, Over the 
last seven or eight years in Peterborough, 
David’s interests have included working 
as a committee member with the 
Naturalist Trust, helping the local 
conservation corps and (for six years) 
working as a volunteer, day leader and 
deputy director with the Samaritans, 
And all this while holding down a 
responsible, full time job! 


David and Clare have not moved our way 
on any sudden impulse. Some two years 
ago, they decided that they wanted to 
make a major change in David’s 
occupation and in their family life style. 
Ever since, they have been searching hard 
for satisfying work involving people and 
work that they could do together. 


We all warmly welcome you, David and 
Clare, and your two boys (Paul, 8 and 
Toby, 7) to the Toc H family. 
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(ty Matters 


by Gina Vianney 


THE TRAGEDY OF THESE MODERN TIMES 
3 i s these days 

The number of people, all ages and all classes, afflicted with Be a thing 

is incredible. Children are being sent to psychiatrists while still at sc ty disease and 

unheard of during some of the hardest tunnels of history when a ate on the 

misery were rife, We saw little of it during the War, though other € here was family 

nervous system were obvious afterwards. Maybe it is because ıhen th 

stability, and fear took place in an environment of adult security. 

ways been worriers; often 


iti es of men, have al rai 
Women, and hypersensitive typ hen others were oblivious. 


because they could see in advance what might happen, W 


Worry gets the mind like a puppy with a slipper. But this anxiety is er: 
tenuous, more obvious, and unhappily hitting people of sound mind and stro Te 
constitution, even of powerful religious faith, which non-believers use with great £ 
to point out the uselessness and even harm of religion. 


Tensions in the educational system are reaching the very young, when s 
prescribed standard is set and disapproval if not punishment inflicted if it is no 
reached. No child can develop freely and happily under that regime. 


Lack of stability in adults means emotional and inconsistent behaviour, so that 


a child has no real idea what to expect, though his own actions remain the same. At 
home or school, that produces stress and suspense, which is mentally painful. Such 
treatment in laboratories, tried on rats, sent them mad. 


Anxious states in adults, producing insomnia and complete inability to 
concentrate, have been traced to violence on stage, in books and on television or 
cinema, It is contrived violence and cruelty. The incidence of it may be true, but 
events of weeks, months and years are crammed into an hour and a half of 
‘entertainment’. The better the production, the harder the grip, and the deeper the 
impact. The result on the human psyche is fear. A fear of life. Inherent and dormant, 
it revives at the slightest reminder, producing a nervous reaction rooted in the original 
shock, These are violent times, but commercialised shocks are deliberate. Trust about 
life ought to teach people how to defend themselves and be free of fear. In so many of 
these epics goodness and innocence is helpless. Right looks weak and timid, The 
criminal and wrongdoer are strong. 


Anxiety is a state of uncertainty, about a coming event or situation, A mind 
and will that can lift the entire issue into the hand of God, accepting whatever comes 
as from Him and by His will has a tremendous advantage in the combating of mental 
illness, 


The tragedy of these modern times is that human will is so evidently in control 
and set on the destruction of both faith and sanity, that acceptance has become 
extremely difficult, even for the saintly. We must nevertheless persevere and use all 
means possible, specially prayer. Suspense and silence on an issue leave a void, which 
imagination will fill if we let it. All kinds of subconscious ideas surface, come into 
play and wreak havoc. If we take that silence to God, and fill it with Him. we tend to 
banish the rest, which is doing harm. | for one have fought and beaten j 


line i 
and I know many others who will give the same testimony. ey, 


It helps to have a practical illustration. Satan wants us all insane, and in si 
He wants us faithless and fallen, There’s an old story about the fox catchin hie t i 
he just sits under their perch, which is well out of reach, and does nothing be nr 
look up at them. Eventually panic begins to take over, and they start artista 
around until one finally falls off, and the fox has his dinner. All they Be 
was . . . relax. Just let go, ignore the sly killer, and trust in safe company. ed todo 

Unity is strength in this, and there is no doubt it isn 
to be alone with waiting periods, and protracted uncertaint 
of evil know also we are under constant surveillance, The 
society and the fall of the Roman Empire are extraordinar 
cormiption, death and destruction. All we have to help is 
growing in love around an ideal. 
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the strength of community 


A life of prayer and a good companion are still the best 
Concentration, with another, on the enduring and eternal, out 
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Weapons, 
of this world, 


Welcome 


SS 


The following branches elected ney 
members during January: 


Bishop Auckland (w), Leamingto 
Spa (w), North Sussex District (m 
Acton & Garden Village (m) w) 
Bala (m), Budleigh Salterton (m) 
Clacton-on-Sea (w), North ý 
Cotswold District 

Bracknell (j), Cleveland District 
Branch, Dartford (j), Dunton 
Green (m), Edgbaston (j), Lee 
Leigh (j), North Walsham (m 
Tower Hill (j), Whitstable (w). 
Woking (j) 


(m), 


A warm welcome to 30 new members, 


The Leamington (Warwicks) Women’s 
Branch Secretary writes to tell us of 
their great joy in welcoming their 
three new members, one of thema 
West Indian. Two years ago, the 
membership of this branch dropped 
to only three but it is now picking up 
steadily. Their message to all of us is: 
<.. don’t feel discouraged .. . never 
give in, pray and keep your eyes 
open...!” 


Alison 
House 


1. Leisure Weekends are being held 
from 12 to 17 April (Easter) and from 
1 to 3 June. Bookings, please direct 
to Violet Walker, 16 Rowan Avenue, 
Ripley, Derby. 


2, Holiday Weeks: 
30 Jun - 7 Jul Warden Manor 


Reunion 
10Jul-17Jul Hostess — Violet 
Walker 
28 Jul-4 Aug Warden Manor 
Reunion 


7 Aug-16 Aug Painting week 

18 Aug- 25 Aug Hosts — Archie and 
Marjorie Berry 

Information from: Frank Howlett, 

Alison House, Intake Lane, Cromford, 

Matlock DE4 3RH. 

(Tel: 0629 82 2316) 


3. House Party 15 Sept. Open to all. 
Applications and enquiries to: 

Miss Ruby Relf, 22 Mountfield 
Gardens, Tunbridge Wells, Kent 

TNI 1S). 


“Help your clients 
tothe help 


they need” 


There are quite a lot of people who could 
benefit from some of the helpful services provided 
by British Gas—but who are unaware of them. 
People like the elderly and disabled. 

You could help them to the help they need by 
spreading the word more among your clients. 


We will gladly provide you with explanatory leaflets about special 
help for disabled people, gas safety, easy payments and other helpful 
services we can offer. Just ring—or write to your local Home Service 
Adviser. You'll find the address and telephone number below. 


SCOTTISH GAS WEST MIDLANDS GAS SEGAS 


Chief Home Service Adviscr, Regional Home Service Adviser, Regional Home Service Adviser, 
Scottish Gas, Granton House, West Midlands Gas,5 Wharf Lane, Segas, Katharine Street, Croydon, 
3-10 West Granton Road, Solihull, West Midlands, B91 2jP. CRY IJU. Tel: 01-688 1466. 
Edinburgh, EH5 IYB. Tel: 021-705 6888. 


Tel: 031-552 6271. SOUTHERN GAS 


WALES GAS Regional Home Service Adviser 
N N i cgional Home Service Adviser, 
OR THERES Chief Home Service Adviser, Southern Gas, PO. Box 103, 
Wales Gas, Snelling House, St. Mary's Road, Southampton, 


Northern Gas, Norgas House 4 
: i » Terrace, Cardiff, CF] 2UF. 97 ‘1.0703 82412 
P.O. Box 1GB, Killingworth, see =i 3] Sr SO9 7GH. Tel: 0703 824124. 


Newcastle-upon-Tyne, NE99 1GB. 
Tel: 0632 683000. SOUTH WEST GAS 
EASTERN GAS Regional Home Service Adviser, 


Regional Home Service Adviscr, 


NORTH WEST GAS 


, ; Regional Home Service Adviser, South West Gas, Riverside, 
Regional Home Service Adviser, Eastern Gas, Star House, Temple Street, Keynsham, Bristol, 
North West Gas, Welman House, Potters Bar, Herts, ENG 2PD. BS 18 [EQ. Tel: 027-36 61717, 


Altrincham, Cheshire, WA15 8AE. Tel: 77 51131. 


Tel: 061-928 6311. 
; x BRITISH GAS HOME 


NEGAS NORTH THAMES GAS SERVICE DEPARTMENT 
Regional Home Service Adviser, Chief Home Service Adviser, The Home Service Adviser, 
Negas, New York Road, Leeds, North Thames Gas, The Home Economist, British Gas, 
LS2 7PE. Tel: 0532 36291. North Thames House, London Road, Marketing Division, 


Staines, Middx., TW18 4AE. 326 High Holborn, London, 
EMGAS Tel: 8161666. WCIV PT Tel: 01-42 0789. 
Regional Home Service Adviscr, 
Emgas, P.O. Box 145, 


De Montfort Strect, Leicester, 
LEI 9DB. Tel: 0533 50022. BRITISH G AS 
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From the Alexandra Rose Day 


Diregron, 


Ken Prideaux-Brune 


FESTIVAL 1980 


The May 31/June ! weekend in 1980 
may seem a long way off but the small 
team charged with preparing plans for 
the National Festival to be held in 
London then has already started work. If 
the Festival is to be a worthy celebration 
of all that Toc H means to us we all need 
to give thought to the form it should take 
and not sit back and leave this to the 
Festival Team. May I ask you to write to 
me with any ideas or suggestions that you 
can contribute, 

We have been invited to hold our 
Festival Service at Westminster Cathedral 
on the Saturday afternoon. Central Hall, 
Westminster, has again been booked for 
the Festival Evening. What form should 
this take? Do you know of any high 
calibre performers who might be willing 
to take part? The area where the 
Regional Exhibitions were placed last 
time is again available to us. This proved 
a valuable gathering and meeting place. 
Do you think there should again be an 
exhibition as a focal point, or would you 
like to see the space used in some other 
way? The team feels we should make it 
a real weekend Festival on this occasion, 
with a major event on the Sunday 
afternoon. Would you welcome this? If 
so, what form should it take? Perhaps a 
gathering with one or more major 
speakers? If so, who? On what theme? 

Do please write to me at Wendover 
with your views on these or any other 
questions. I am sure there will be far too 
many ideas for us to be able to use more 
than a fraction of them. Indeed I hope 
there will be far too many letters for me 
to hope to be able even to acknowledge 
them! But they will all be considered by 
the team and they will all make a real 
contribution to ensuring that the 1980 
Festival will be as memorable as 1975, 

And do please write soon. 1980 
really isn’t very far off. 
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The co-operatio 
Alexandra Rose 
successful in 197 a 
hance to do even be ‘gat 
Planning for next year’s ee r 
now starting and the account W E 
follows of Alexandra Rose Day will 
hopefully be of interest to all Toc H i 
members and helpers who co-operate 


the collections. 


Alexandra Rose Day is a national fund 
raising organisation for helping other 
charities ‘caring for the aged, the sick, _ 
the disabled and the young’ and the funds 
come principally from street and house 
to house collections which are made not 
only in this country but as far afield as 
Canada and New Zealand. Rose Day 
headquarters supplies the roses for sale, 
at cost, and arranges with Local 
Authorities the places at which 
collections can be held; to cover their 
expenses they retain 124% of the money 
collected. 


Zambia 


Steve and Isabel Bowles — now about 
halfway through their teaching stint in 
Zambia have written a warm and very 
welcome letter to us all. We hope shortly 
to carry an illustrated article by them on 
their work in Africa. They say: 

‘Whilst not denying that things have been 
a bit difficult recently for the residents 
of Lusaka, I am happy to say that the 
present troubles have not really affected 
us at all in the western province. From 
our point of view the descriptions 
reported in the British press seem to have 
been exaggerated, There are still problems 
in living here of course, but there are also 
benefits in the form of experiences which 
are otherwise unobtainable and in the 
simplicity of life which seems to be 
rapidly departing from our ‘green and 
pleasant land’. , , 

In the school here things manage 
to run reasonably smoothly, staff come 
and go, we have lost our Russian but 
gained a German couple so we are still 
an international mixture, Isabel has been 
working in the hospital since January 
1978 and conditions here are much less 
favourable with shortages of everything 
and eyen complete lack of a doctor during 
some periods. Her work brings her into 
contact with a much less privileged sector 
of Zambia society and here I would like 
to make a request to all Poinr Three 


The story of how Alexandra Rose Dae 
started and gave birth to all the other 
flag days we know today is most 
interesting. It all started in Denmark 
where Queen Alexandra was born. Soe 
after the death of her husband, King 
Edward VII, she went to Denmark ang 
heard about a poor priest who lived just 
outside Copenhagen. She was told that 
crippled children and homeless waifs Were 
taken into his home and looked after 

His home was overcrowded and as he 
could not pay for all the food and clothes 
he had to think of some way to raise 
money. Apart from his house his only 
possession was his garden in which he 
grew magnificent roses and it was 
suggested he should sell them to make a 
little money. The idea seemed to catch 
on, people gave generously to help him 
and Queen Alexandra went personally to 
visit him. In his rose garden she saw the 
children he had befriended and realised 
all the possibilities. That is the origin of 
Rose Day for, when she returned to 


readers. Clothing is prohibitively 
expensive in Zambia with a pair of 
trousers costing up to a month’s salary 
and as for the unemployed — well there 
are no welfare benefits out here. Please, 
if any readers can spare any old clothes 
then we can guarantee that they will be 
very gratefully accepted out here. 
Perhaps branches or groups could get 
together and make up a parcel. Children’s 
clothes would be particularly welcome. 
Despite the fact that Zambia is in the 
tropics we can still have frosts in May and 
June, so warm clothing is also needed. 
Please address any parcels to us at the 
address below * and on the customs 
declaration mark contents: old clothes, 
gift for hospital and value: no value. 
Hopefully this will ensure we don’t have 
to pay too much import duty! Thank 
you. 

Finally, should you decide to 
publish any of this letter, I would like to 
emphasize that our membership of TocH 
has helped us considerably here, by 
making us feel closer to you all, and has 
been greatly strengthened in return. 
Thank you to all our friends who have 
been writing to us and good luck to 
everyone in 1979, 

With all best wishes.’ 


*The address is: Steve and Isabel Bowles, 


Box 19, Kaoma, Western Province, 
Zambia, 
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England, she immediately started to 
organise annual Rose Days to be held in 
June and the flags or buttonholes to be 
sold were designed to resemble wild roses. 


The first Rose Day in London took place 
on 26 June 1912 and was an instant 
success: from the collection and other 
functions about £20,000 was raised to 
hand over to hospitals and selected 
charities, The linen rose emblems were 
made then (and still are) by crippled girls 
at John Groom’s Workshop for the 
Disabled. Cardboard roses are now sold 
as well but it has been decided to 
continue with the linen roses also as it 
thus forms a double charity, and the 
workshops earn a considerable sum every 
year for the work they do for Alexandra 
Day. 


Today Alexandra Rose Day supports a 
wide range of charities, including those 
for old people, orphans, cripples, polio 
victims, the blind, the deaf, epileptics, 
arthritics, and rheumatics and all those 
handicapped in any way. Outside London 
the total collected is currently about 
£140,000 so that the sum for retention 


by charities taking part is about £120,000. 


Rose Day headquarters greatly appreciate 
the help given by Toc H in achieving this. 


Our co-operation with Alexandra Rose 
Day is long standing and of mutual 
benefit. Long may it prosper: it is up to 
us. I have already sent details of this 
year’s collection dates and approved areas 
to Regional Chairman so make your plans 
now! 


Jim Baverstock 


Leslie Dew, of Peterborough Men’s 
Branch topping his own target in the 
1978 collection. 


In Brief... 


@ A bit belatedly, we report a highly 
successful Medway and Sheppey District 
effort held in December. Some 50 needy 
children were given a Christmas party, 
complete with Father Christmas and an 
entertainment mounted by the hard 
working Kent Weekend Project Group 
(who also, we are told, did the cleaning 
up afterwards!) The District worked hard 
throughout the year to raise funds for 
this project. 


@ On a very wet and stormy night last 
December members from branches in the 
South Devon District journeyed to the 
East Devon and Torbay Cheshire Home, 
to witness the conclusion of the District’s 
first joint scheme, There Doug Ward 
(District Secretary) presented to the 
Home a powered electric wheelchair 
from the District. A very pleasant 
evening was spent by those members 
who had made the effort to attend. 

The funds to purchase this chair were 
raised by members’ efforts over a period 
and by contributions from the public. 


@ The following letter signed ‘Grateful 
Pensioner’, is re-printed with permission 
from ‘Compass’ (Issue No 122) published 
monthly at 10p by a group of London 
clergy. 


TOC H UNDER A BUSHEL 


‘Very little is heard of the works of Toc H. 


Why do they hide their light under a 
bushel? Possibly like me, you may have 
thought that because they came into 
being during the 1914/1918 war they 
are only concerned with ex-servicemen 
and women. 

‘Not at all. I was most surprised to 
know that they do a lot of social and 
good neighbour work wherever it may be 
needed, specially for those in need, the 
sick and the aged. It is also like a club; if 
you belong, you are never without a 
friend, 

‘Members of the newly opened 
‘Friday Club’ have good reason to be 


Congratulations 
on award of MBE 


Peter East, Warden of London’s Talbot 
House who received his award in the 
New Year’s Honours List for his Toc H 
work over the years — particularly for 
his work with the Bengali Community 
of East London. 


grateful to the Kennington Branch, at the 
‘Brothers’ House’, 119 Kennington Park 
Road for the very generous use of their 
premises each Friday free of charge 
including lighting, heating and cooking 
facilities, Without Toc H, there probably 
would not be a ‘Friday’Club . 

‘Our thanks to all at the ‘Brothers’ 
House for your kindness; it is greatly 
appreciated.’ 


@ Yiewsley and West Drayton Men’s 
Branch (Middlesex) have written to tell 
us of the unusual site chosen by the 
Western Approaches District for the 1978 
World Chain of Light celebration. Some 
50 members and friends gathered for the 
occasion in St George’s Chapel at 
London’s Heathrow Airport. This Chapel 
is run jointly by Anglican, Roman 
Catholic and Free Church clergy for 
airport staff and passengers. On this 
occasion, the service was conducted 

by the Harrow Branch Padre, Rev Dr 
Gerald Ferroussat. 


‘A grandmother is... "as seen through 
the eyes of an eight year old boy. 

A grandma is a woman who has no 
children of her own, so she loves the boys 
and girls of other people. Grandmothers 
have nothing to do; they only have to be 
there. If they take you for a walk they go 
slowly past beautiful things, like leaves 
and caterpillars. They never say ‘Come 
on quickly’ or‘hurry up for goodness sake’. 
They are usually fat, but not too fat to 
tie up shoe laces. They wear spectacles 
and sometimes take out their teeth. They 
can answer every question, for instance, 
why dogs hate cats and why God isn’t 
married, When they read to us they don’t 
leave anything out. They do not mind 

if it’s always the same story. Everyone 
should have a grandmother, especially 
those who have no television. 
Grandmothers are the only grown-ups 
who always have time. 


(Sent in by Mrs O Naylor, Hyde, Cheshire) 


R G (‘Bobbie’) Richards, N Wales Area 
Chairman of Toc H received his MBE 
for his valued service in the 
Department of Health and Social 
Security. 


D H R (‘Dick’) Moody (Clacton-on-Sea 
Branch) has worked with Toc H since 
the 1930s and this undoubtedly 
influenced his approach to his 27 years 
service with his local authority which 
gained him this New Year award, 


TOCH AND 


BORSTALS 


by C W Hills 


Note: Mr Hills, now Governor of 
Saughton Prison, Edinburgh, was until 
recently Governor of Polmont Borstal. 
At the end of his Polmont term of duty, 
he set down on paper for us the following 
notes based on the official diary which 
record our long connection with this 
Borstal. Our last involvement was in the 


summer of 1978 when some of the 
Borsta! boys helped Gordon Macrae with 
his Hansel Village project (see account 
and pictures below); our first was the 
boys share in a camp organised by George 
Macleod and Johnnie MacMillan in July 
1937 — when Gordon Macrae was barely 
three months old! 


Thursday 15 July 1937: 

The Visiting Committee, with the 
approval of the Department, arranged for 
acamp being held at Fingleton Mill, near 
Newton Mearns from 15 to 22 July. 
Twenty eight inmates left this afternoon 
at 3pm by bus to attend this Camp, and 
were under the charge of Ist Class Warden 
Fraser and Warden Lewis. 


This entry records the first ever camp of 
Borstal boys from Polmont Institution. 


Hansel Village 


Extracts from reports made by some of 
the Borstal boys involved in the 1978 
Hansel Village Project: 


‘At first when I heard I was to go on the 
camp to Hansel Village I was a bit wary 
and worried about how I would handle 
myself and how I would react when I saw 
the children, also how they, the staff and 
the other students would react to me, 
especially because I was from borstal, 
The residents I think took to us straight 
away but the staff and the students I 
think took a little while longer to accept 
us, but when they did they were very 
good and treated us like one of their own 
which made me feel quite happy...’ 


*,.. it was quite different from anything 
I’ve ever done before and I think I would 
like to do it again. When I get out I will 


definitely be back to see the kids as I sure 


wouldn’t like to disappoint them.’ 


The 1978 Hansel Village Project 
comprised two summer schools designed 
to occupy, entertain and provide simple 
educational and recreational facilities for 
small groups of children, Hansel Village 
founded in 1962 covers some 24 acres in 
a beautiful setting between Kilmarnock 
and Ayr. Eventually, this village will 
sustain a community of 300 mentally 
handicapped boys and girls, providing 
them with a caring home atmosphere 
and training them tu lead happy and 
useful lives, 
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It was organised and staffed by George 
Macleod (now Lord Macleod of Fuinary), 
Johnnie MacMillan and one of their 
colleagues. This camp was the first step 
on a ladder which involved George 
Macleod in 40 years of service to Polmont 
Borstal Institution and his initiative which 
has taken hundreds of Borsta! boys to 
lona and the Iona Community’s camp at 
Camus on Mull, It was Johnnie MacMillan’s 
first contact which later led to the Toc H 
involvement in Polmont Borstal. 


T 
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Sunday 29 January 1950 

Unveiling and dedication ceremony in 
Harry Hodgson Club Room, by Mr J 
Hodgson, Toc H members and some 30 
visitors. 


This 1950 entry records the inauguration 
of the Harry Hodgson Club, named after 
a very active and respected Chairman of 
the local Polmont Toc H Branch. The 
Club ran a Sunday evening social meeting 
in the Institution for trainees who had 
no visitors during their sentence. Some- 
times the trainees would join Toc H 
members in the local Toc H hut, and for 
the Borstal boys it meant being visited by 
somebody in a voluntary capacity, who 
had nothing to do with Borstal. 


Saturday 15 August 1953 
Mr Hills and 7 Bruce House Class I lads 
to Camp at Crieff (Toc H hut). 


This entry records the first Polmont camp 
which had a deliberate Community 
Service Project behind it. The task was to 
spring clean the inside and paint the 
outside of the Toc H hut at Crieff, 
Twenty five years since, this event has 
seen an ever expanding Community 
Service Programme by the Institution. 


‘My opinion on Hansel village is that it 
isa beautiful place and... ... the people 
at the village are all so friendly, in fact 
very much too friendly where I was living 
I felt like crying as I knew 1 would never 
see most of them again...’ 


*_..1 noticed that they all seem to live 
as the one family and that they are very 
close to each other and the staff when I 
was there I went round all their work 
shops and I was really amazed at the 
things some of them could make this has 
shown me all about the handicapped way 
of life and some of the problems they 
have to go through and I only hope that 
I can do something to help them in the 
future,’ 
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Now we have a two way traffic and the 
dicapped and others come into the 
institution to allow an ‘inside’ 
community Service Programme as well 
as an outside one. 


han 


Tuesday 27 June 1978 

Governor to visit Toc H Centre, Port 
Penrhyn, North Wales, to see Six Circle 
Group Camp. 


This entry records my visit to the first 
camp outside Scotland organised by the 
six Circle Group. This organisation had 
its beginnings in Aultbea in Wester Ross 
in 1969. A group of Noranside Borstal 
trainees had undertaken a work project 
for the National Trust for Scotland and 
invited a similarly sized group of 
handicapped children from the Camphill 
Rudolf Steiner School in Aberdeen to 
join them. When they left they took 
with them six rings of the boom defence 
net which were used as a symbol by 
arranging them so that each ring inter- 
sected the other five to demonstrate that 
in the needs of other people you meet 
the needs in yourself. By 1978 the 
organisation had run some 30 camps 
involving some 1,200 people drawn from 
mental hospitals, Adult Training Centres, 


Children’s Homes, Social Work 


pa MacMillan’s contact with 
otmont Borstal, since he had played a 


large part in the establishing of the Port 


Penrhyn Centre j 
Pole and camp projects at 


Monday 7 August 1978 

peas D Murph y and four trainees to 
ansel Village, Symington Toc H Project, 

The final entry records the most 

Successful venture arranged by Gordon 


Macrae, Regional staff of Toc H, Scotland, 


The Polmont contingent joined with a 
group of international students to provide 
a recreation programme and to undertake 
a work project for Hansel Village. 


My own part in Polmont Borstal has now 
finished, as I was transferred to be 
Governor of Edinburgh Prison at the end 
of 1978. My thanks to Toc H for their 
past help to Polmant accompany the 
hope that they will continue their long- 
standing link with Borstal Institutions in 
the United Kingdom. 
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Southampton’s ‘Magpies’ are never still!! 
In December last, they mounted a 
Christmas party for children from two 
homes for the mentally handicapped. It 
was a huge success, and one of the high- 
lights of the day was a puppet show 
staged by the Laird family — all ‘Magpies’! 


Under John Dickson’s leadership, a group 
of voung people have got together in 
Basingstoke and started a club for 
handicapped and able bodied people. 
John writes: 
‘... The club is still in its early stages and 
we need a lot of work and new ideas to 
make it all it should be. The idea is to get 
a good mix between physically 
handicapped, and able bodied, then to 
get them talking, playing and working 
together. We try to get the handicapped 
to express themselves, and we want it to 
be their club, So far we have had a talk 
on Toc H, a demonstration of theatrical 
make-up, a talk on photography, and lots 
of craft work. We still need more 
members and lots of new ideas, So if you 
have any please tell us.’ 
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Christians 
Abroad 


by David G Temple 
(General Secretary of 
‘Christians Abroad’) 


A charity appeals — but not for 
money 

For some years Christians Abroad has 
published a leaflet on ‘Volunteer Work 
and Community Service in the United 
Kingdom’, which has told enquirers about 
the Toc H programme that uses part time 
helpers for the handicapped and homeless. 
We cannot tell if anybody has responded 
to this, but it does show we have taken 
Toc H seriously! This, together with 

the fact that my father was one of the 
early Toc H padres, emboldens me now 
to turn to Toc H to ask its members for 
help in practical ways that will demand 
no money, little time, but a certain 
amount of imagination and persistence. 
Before I appeal I had better explain what 
Christians A broad is all about. 


Our general aim is to try to get Christian 
people to see their everyday work as their 
area of service and mission, and to ask 
themselves whether this should be 
exercised in a developing country, We 
have an efficient information service 
which is prepared to Rive practical advice 
to any enquirer looking for specific 
openings in Government, Commerce, 
Industry and the Church in developing 
countries. Our leaflets are used widely 
by the Careers Advisers in centres of 
higher education, and our Secretary for 
Information is always willing to talk to 
people about possibilities, For most 
occupations our assistance is limited to 
referring people to other agencies, but for 
teachers and those in the medical 
profession we also have an actual 
appointments service. Overseas 
Governments as well as Churches use us 
to recruit such people for them, and in 
1978 over 80 took up appointments as a 
result, 


The Church overseas appeals to 
Christians Abroad 

Both these activities are ways of 
encouraging people to serve abroad, We 
then try to prepare them for the society 
and culture to which they are going, and 
to give them an introduction to the 
Church in that country. We do this as a 
direct response to Churches overseas who 
tell us they want to welcome newcomers 
from abroad, but that they cannot 
exercise a proper pastoral care unless they 
know in advance about new arrivals. You 
might have thought that a person’s local 
church in Britain would make sure that 
the names reached the Church overseas, 
but in spite of appeals from Church 


Rev J A Adoyo greets his congregation 
outside St Peter’s Church, Kisumu, Kenya. 


Christians Abroad responds 

We have therefore decided that we must 
make an effort to reach people not in the 
place where they worship, but in the 
place where they work and where they 
learn about an overseas posting. The 
method we have devised is to ask 
sympathetic personnel officers and others 
to hold a supply of cards to be given to 
newly posted staff, telling them what we 
can do for them. Because we are fully 
ecumenical we can approach companies 
who would look askance at a request of 
this kind coming from a denominational 
organisation, We can also appeal to 
Christian people of all types of 
conviction working in such companies. 
Our card is simple enough, as you will see 
from the illustration. The difficulty is to 
find people who will pass it on in the 
right quarters. I believe that this is where 
Toc H could come in, 


Christians Abroad appeals to Toc H 
If you live in Britain, and have any 
association with a company that sends 
staff to work in the developing countries, 
you can ask us for a supply of our cards 
and take them to your personnel officer 
or some other sympathetic person with a 
request that they should be given to 


Photos: Church Missionary Society — 


anybody going abroad. That is all that is 
required — anybody interested can then 
write to us, and we’ll do the rest, 


If you are living abroad, you can get in 
touch with us so that in turn we can tell 
you of new arrivals. You can also tell us 
the relevant person in your company in 
Britain to whom we could write and offer 
our services — which incidentally are 
entirely free of charge because of the 
support we get from the Churches, 


Christians Abroad is a very small 
organisation that can succeed only if it 
can depend on a network that embraces 
the whole world and all types of employ- 
ment. Our dream is that Christian people 
going to work abroad in any capacity 
should first receive practical assistance 
that will lead to their making a greater 
contribution to the local Christian 
community when they arrive. Will any 
individual readers respond by offering to 
take one of the simple actions described 
above to help us turn this dream into a 
reality? 


Our address is shown on our card: please 
write to us. 


Christians Abroad 


15 Tufton Street London SW1P 3QQ 


We are an ecumenical body supported by 


Mission agencies of the British Council of Churches 
the Catholic Fund for Overseas Development 


Christian Aid 


and the Ministry of Overseas Development 


We assist anybody going to work overseas by 


introducing them to somebody in Britain who knows the country 
telling them about short briefing courses 
arranging an introduction to the local church 


DAVID TEMPLE 
General Secretary 


Telephone 01-222 2165 


headquarters this very rarely happens, 
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Obituary 


rr 
We regret to announce the death of the 
following members: 


September: 

william W Parry (Rhyl North) 

Mrs Margaret A Spracking (Tunbridge 
Wells District) 

Emma E Courtier (Barking) 
October: 

Alfred W Dakin (Melton and Charnwood 
District) 

November: 

james Grenfell (Biggleswade) 

Mrs Alice Hawkins (Iford) 
December: 

E J ‘Jane’ Baker (Eltham) 

Edith A Cavill (Shirehampton) 
William Curnow (Tywardreath) 
Elsie Davies (West Worthing) 

Len C Golding (Crawley) 

Jack Jronfield (Accrington) 
Norman B Kingston (Blackburn) 
William Lison (Lincs & South 
Humberside District) 

George A Mellor (Cambridge) 
Denis W Nuttall (Southend-on-Sea) 
Group Captain ‘G R’ Oliver (South 
Sussex District) 

H C ‘Pip’ Smith (Walsall) 

Bert E Tedham (Trowbridge) 
January: 

Grace C Adams (Shooters Hill District) 
Edna M Bagnall (Bilston) 

Herbert L Harwood (East Barnet) 
Rev A Lamb (Eyemouth) 

Ernest Robinson (Tonbridge) 
Sheila Robson (Hitchin) 

Alfred E Taylor (Hartley Wintney) 
S Peter Wright (Looe) 


Sir Walter Roberts KCMG MC who died 
in November last retired to Shropshire 

in 1954 after a long and distinguished 
diplomatic career. He entered the 
Foreign Office at the end of World War I, 
was Head of the Western European 
Department 1936-39 and of the POW 
Department 1941-45. In 1945 he became 
Ambassador to Peru, in 1949 Minister to 
Roumania and from 1951-3 he was 
Minister to the Holy See. He has been 

a Toc H member since early days and he 
joined the Shrewsbury Branch when he 
moved into the area in 1954. He 
remained a member to the end, though 
he was unable to attend meetings during 
the last five years, 


Alfreton (Derby) Men’s Branch report the 
sudden death in December of their long 
Standing branch (and area) padre, Rev 
Richard N Craig. Before the war, Richard 
worked in Birmingham as a member of 
Toc H staff, He will be sadly missed by 
very many. 


— 
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Crewe and North Staffs District suffered 
a grievous loss with the death in 
December last of Jack Owen. a long 
standing member of Sneyd Branch anda 
former District Chairman, ‘Jacko’ was a 
pioneer of Toc H work with the mentally 
handicapped but his greatest contribution 


Was to set up (in 1954) the Stoke-on-Trent 


scheme for hospital broadcasts, He was 
known for more than 20 years as one of 


the programme’s disc jockeys, quiz master 
and sports commentator, As broadcasting 


committee chairman, he was actively 
engaged in this work right up to his death 
at the age of 68. 


JLB 
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Jain Fraser has written to tell us of the 
death at the age of 97 of Francis Scott, 
former Chairman of the Provincial 
Insurance Company. For most of his 
long life, Francis Scott was deeply 
engaged in public affairs. He had been 
Chairman of his county’s Education 
Committee and had served a term as 
High Sheriff of Westmorland. He and his 
family were long involved with the 
National Trust and he had a keen interest 
in the Cumberland and Westmorland 
Association of Boys’ Clubs. In his middle 
years, he rediscovered a deep Christian 
conviction which affected his wide 
ranging local, national and international 
work for others, These activities 
culminated in the development of 
Brathay Hall where young people from 
commerce and industry developed their 


characters in some of the more rugged 
Lake District pursuits. 

lain, a friend for more than 40 
years, writes: Francis was a close friend of 
many Toc H members, notably Tubby, 
Alec Paterson, Harold Howe and John 
Callf.. In the inter-war years he was 
chairman of the old Lakeland Area 
Executive, a member of the old Central 
Executive and Finance Committee and 
numerous other Toc H projects... His 
unobstrusive private generosity to many 
members of the full time staff was wider 
than anyone suspected... We owe anew 
roof at Dor Knap largely to him and as 
recently as three years ago it was his help 
which made the re-publication of the 
late Harold Howe’s ‘Greta Hall’ 
possible...’ 

A memorial service for Francis 
Scott was held at St Martin’s Church, 
Bowness-on-Windermere on January 26th. 


The Secretary of ford (Bournemouth) 
Joint Group has written to tell us of the 
loss they suffered with the death last 
November of Mrs Alice Hawkins. Her 
membership number (329) gives an 
indication of her length of service, 

Alice founded the Harborne LWH in 1922 
and, like her husband who died in 1966, 
was always a faithful and conscientious 
member. She is greatly missed by all 
her many friends. 


We give thanks for their lives 


Editor’s Note: When the SE Herts 
District found they had two 
cancellations for their winter weekend 
at Dor Knap, they invited a young, 
engaged couple to join them. These 
two -- Dave and Jill — had had no 
previous contact with TocH. Dor 
Knap was such an experience that they 
sent to Point Three the following 
account of their visit. We thought 
that you would like to read their first 
impression. This is a new variation on 
the old and happy ‘guest night’ theme 
which branches or Districts planning 
weekends away might like to consider. 


I am told that visitors to Dor Knap are 
no strangers to ‘orders of service’. As 
the only two non-members of TocH 
attending the Beds and Herts area 
weekend recently, we were soon given 
our orders of service in the dining room! 
Later, the whole group shared in the 
order of service led by members to 
celebrate in the chapel a thankful, if 
rather tardy, harvest festival. 
Continuing the theme, this week- 
end gave the area an opportunity to say 


Orders of Service 


by Dave Martin 
and Jill Kerr 


thank you to ‘Tommy’ Trinder who is 
retiring shortly after giving so much 
stalwart service as warden of Dor Knap. 

However, the main theme of the 
weekend was not so much orders of 
service, as service orders, We were 
privileged to have as guests Joan and Alf 
Seldon who direct a girl’s remand home 
in West London, Alf spoke to us about 
the problems of the urban environment 
and adolescence, and Joan gave a very 
informative talk on the legal aspects of 
Community Service Orders, Thanks are 
due to Alf for the insight he gave into the 
‘why’ of so many of our social problems, 
and to Joan for making ‘dry’ legislation 
so understandable and absorbing. 

Finally, as non-Toc H members 
we would like to express our delight in 
sharing in the fun, the frenzied sweeping 
of leaves, the enthusiastic social concern, 
and most of all the very warm fellowship 
which was the keynote of the weekend, 
Regrets? — only one, The much heralded 
beauty of Dor Knap was shrouded in 
persistent fog all weekend, 

If the theme of the weekend was 
service then the only suitable comment 
is,.. ACE! 
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Open Forum 


EUROPE 


In our December issue, we published a 
statement about the 1979 elections to 
the European Parliament and included 

an offer by the European Movement to 
supply speakers and a film. This has 
prompted a number of anti-Common 
Market members and organisations to 
write demanding fair play for other points 
of view — a very reasonable request! We 
print below some extracts from the letters 
received so far and a couple of addresses 
from which you can obtain speakers who 
will put the anti-EEC case. In view of the 
great interest shown, we hope to publish 
in the next (April) issue two articles on 
Europe, each arguing a different case. If 
all this succeeds in opening up the debate 
in Toc H groups across the country, so 
that we can make an informed decision 
on whether and how to vote on 7 June, 
so much the better. Meanwhile, please 
write to this page if you have strong views 
about Britain and Europe. — Editor. 


How very difficult it must be for those 
in the European Movement, Theirs is the 
task of putting forward arguments which 
become increasingly transparent with 
every day that experience of the 
European Community shows them to be . 
Has there ever been a time when 
those in authority were held in such low 
esteem? Realisation dawned on our 
seemingly slumbering people in 1978 
that they had been thoroughly duped on 
the so called Common Market by one of 
the most subtle propaganda exercises ever 


SPEAKERS ON BRITAIN AND 
EUROPE 


1, The European Movement will 
supply speakers without fee (but 
would want minimal travel expenses), 
The address to apply to is given on p7 
of the December 1978 Point Three. 
2. So far, I have been told of two 
anti-EEC organisations which will 
supply speakers, The addresses are as 
follows: 
a. Sir Robin Williams, Bt 
Safeguard Britain Campaign 
52 Fulham High Street 
London SW6 3LQ 
(Tel: 01 736 7393) 
. Air Vice-Marshal Don Bennett 
CB CBE DSO FRAeS 
‘Fairthorpe’ 
Denhan Green Lane 
Denham, Uxbridge 
Middlesex 
(Tel: 089 583 2409 — day 
02814 4179 — evening) 


conceived, The picture of disunity was 
presented to us by the European 
Commissioners’ own annual opinion poll 
they take in each of the Member States. 
In Britain only 29% of those polled 
declared themselves in favour, in 
Denmark only 37%. Even in France and 
Germany there was not much of a 
majority... 

In June 1977 the Foreign 
Secretary, Dr David Owen gave replies to 
a question which are more than relevant 
today ‘It might well be that the British 
people and this Parliament, as they have 
every right constitutionally to do, may 
wish to re-assess the question of 
membership’. In June 1978 in reply to a 
question on the CAP again from his own 
side, Dr Owen replied, ‘I note the fact 
that there is still a considerable body of 
opinion in this country which does not 
feel that we have benefited from our 
membership. That is a fact that any 
government must take into account and 
take seriously’. 

It is up to all who really care for 
our nation and people to disregard party 
affiliations and vote only for candidates 
who publicly pledge that they will work 
hard in the House of Commons for 
Britain’s withdrawal... 


Mrs D Austin 
Paignton 


A few weeks ago, I wrote to a member of 
our local Toc H branch suggesting to him 
that knowing, as we all do, the great 
disappointment and shock that a majority 
of people are now feeling over Britain’s 
membership of the EEC, that, in the 
course of future meetings they might 
favour putting on some kind of ‘forum’ 
where the anti-EEC case could be fully 
heard and discussed... 


Mrs N Spencer 
Sherborne, Dorset 


Note: I understand that this is now 
being arranged — Editor 


As a member of over 50 years standing, 
I have at least learned to listen to and to 
respect the other man’s point of view . . . 
I agree that we are members of the 
EEC whether we like it or not, but there 
is a large and increasing body of opinion 
which believes that if we are to survive as 
a nation, we’ve got to get out, and the 
sooner the better. There is now a 
majority of people in this country 
opposed to our membership of the EEC, 
and one of the few ways open to them to 
express their disapproval is to refuse to 
vote in the European election, . . 


Unfortunately we are so 
misinformed by the mass media that the 
yast majority of people do not appreciate 
what is being perpetrated in their name, 
The EEC is merely a stepping stone to 
that ‘new international order’ so often 
referred to by so called ‘world statesmen’, 
the main objects of which are to obtain 
control of the world’s food supplies and 
the other necessities of life, so that they 
can then be doled out to us all provided 
we conform to the rules laid down by the 
controllers (International Finance 
working through Governments , the 
United Nations, the multinational 
concerns and other agencies) . |? 


Frank Barter 
Ringwood & District Anti-Common 
Market Group 


DISTRICT BRANCHES 


Having heard doubts and cynicism 
expressed concerning the effective 
functioning of District branches, I 
thought the following success story may 
alleviate some of the fears felt in certain 
quarters, For their winter quarterly 
meeting, the Cleveland District Branch 
decided to organise a carol service and 
play host to the whole district. We were 
fortunate to be able to use All Saints 
Church Middlesbrough and its adjoining 
halls, central to the district, and with 
good road and rail communications 
nearby. Invitations were sent out to all 
branch secretaries, the outcome of which 
was that some 150 members, families and 
friends enjoyed a happy time of _ 
fellowship~at a service which included 
both modern carols and old favourites, 
some solo singing and a programme of 
Christmas readings and poetry. After 
this we gathered in the adjoining hall for 
tea which was provided by the dozen or 
so District members each bringing a 
contribution. No charge was made for 
the tea but a silver collection in church 
raised £20 for welfare work among the 
needy of the parish of All Saints, A 
handicraft stall raised £5 for District 
branch funds and a teddy bear, made and 
raffled by one of the members, raised £10 
for the Jimmy Savile caravan holidays for 
the handicapped at Berwick on Tweed. 
The cash raised was a happy incidental 

to what was a marvellous Toc H 
Christmas family get together, where folk 
were already expressing the hope that 
the Cleveland District Branch would make 
this an annual occasion, 


Anne Dudman 
Durham 


Note: Any good news from other District 
branches? Editor 
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ENTERTAINMENT AND THE 
YOUNG 


on re-reading Gina Vianney’s article 
«Should Television Be A Treat’ in 
November’s Point Three | am amazed to 
find how vague and generalised are her 
comments about practically any form of 
entertainment later than the mid-fifties, 
Just who is included in her blanket term 


‘pop stars’ IS left unanswered, but surely 


it cannot include such groups as The Who, 


trained musicians, who amply comply 
with all her criteria if not her taste. They 
may not do as Beethoven did with notes, 
put they do innovate sophisticated and 
complex musical forms much as the now 
acclaimed classical composers did in their 
day, and like Bach and others they also 
invent the instruments upon which to 
create it. There is certainly a transient 
minority of the other type of cheap 
sensation seekers, but more and more 
modern groups are composed of mature, 
experienced artistes who have paid their 
dues the hard way. 

Gina must also be unaware of one 
of the world’s largest growth industries: 
the Hi-Fi and music centre trade which 
can and does bring both the Proms and 


the Festival Hall into thousands of homes. 


As an antidote to her fear that 
children ‘imitate and idolise their heroes’ 
she offers us the alternative models of 
Gilbert and Sullivan, Paul Robeson and 
Tony Hancock, Personally I would not 
wish my children to adopt the morals 
of W S Gilbert, the political ideologies of 
Robeson, nor to end up like poor Tony, 
to use Gina’s own phrase ‘in a sick haze 
of drugs and alcohol’, 

One of the most scathing and 
hopefully unjust criticisms of Toc H is 
that we insist on doing good unto others 
even if they have no wish to be done good 
unto, When it comes to our children they 
are at the added disadvantage of being 
unable to escape our ministrations. 
Perhaps it is as well that nature has 
endowed them with both the resilience 
to resist our influence upon them and the 
good sense to reject it when necessary; 
for in the final analysis the only viable 
base upon which to build a set of 
standards which will last a lifetime, 
Whether they be of morals or taste, is to 
have the freedom to choose from the 
Widest number of options. 

On one point I do agree with the 
Writer, We must counteract the pressures 
from those who would tell us what to do 
and think — whether for money or some 
other motivation — inside or outside 
Of Toc H. 


Peter Pascoe 
rays, Essex 


REITH LECTURES 


pe oe to the final paragraph in 
ae Viewpoint’, I think that Dr 
Orman is clear that the Christian as an 
individual must be involved in 
Surrounding affairs, local and national 
but the duty of the Church, as such is 
to preach the Gospel of Redemption 
The evils of vandalism, hooliganism 
terrorism may indicate the result of 
improving people’s circumstances with 
no corresponding progress in spiritual 
growth, of which growth Tubby said ‘to 
Stay still is to go back’, He also said ‘you 
can’t have a godly society without God’. 
We may also recall, in this context, the 
famous phrase of Barclay Baron that 


(even) Toc H exists primarily To/c Hange 
chaps. 


Tom Baker 
Tewkesbury 


CEREMONY OF LIGHT 


There has been a smal! but impressive 
development in the alternative version 
of the Ceremony of Light among some 
of our branches in the Southern Region. 
In other parts of the country too, I have 
heard an impromptu addition to what is 
printed in the diary. 

When the last line of the 
Franciscan words has been spoken “Where 
there is darkness, let us bring light’ 
members sometimes feel moved to 
respond, ‘Let us bring light’. The silence 
then follows, and is ended by the normal 
dedication, ‘Let your light so shine before 
metres 

This small addition resembles the 
rhythm of the earlier Ceremony, That 
was not drafted by a committee or an 
individual, It grew from an initial 
suggestion among early Toc H members 
in Cheltenham, that a brief silence should 
be kept when they met. (Birth ofa 
Movement, page 56, confirms this.) 

Are we being led by the Spirit to 
an improvement of the alternative version 
which has now become well accepted 
throughout Toc H? It is sound evidence 
that the Holy Spirit has led us, that we 
have not become divided over the two 
‘prefaces’ that may be used. If this 
impromptu addition were adopted from 
time to time, we might find in due course, 
that we have been enriched. Such 
developments cannot be decided by 
majority votes. Remaining sensitive to 
new guidance, we shall realise either that 
an addition is not generally appreciated, 
or that we have been taught something 
extra and valuable. 


Rev Bob Knight 
Winchester 


ment) are those of the 


€ reserve the right to edit letters 
will be considered for publication. 


DAVID ENNALS 


Of all the photograps taken at Central 
Council of the guest speaker Mr David 
Ennals, I find the one chosen for the 
cover picture of January’s Point Three 
most unfortunate, 

All who were present will, I am 
sure, agree that his address on ‘Good 
Neighbours’ was sincere and convincing, 
and was enthusiastically welcomed by the 
gathered assembly, regardless of individual 
political persuasions. 

However, we do aim to circulate 
the magazine as widely as possible, both 
within the membership and, perhaps more 
important, beyond it, and in the sensitive 
political climate of today the “clenched 
fist’ picture of a leading politician has 
unavoidable connotations, which could 
be instantly and unjustly interpreted by 
those who wish to do so, 

Mr Ennals’ address to us at 
Swanwick was the outstanding event of 
the weekend and I Believe that those who 
heard him then will have watched with 
fair minded sympathy his efforts during 
the recent weeks of industrial problems, 
knowing that, whether they agree with 
his politics or not, those efforts are being 
made by a sincere and caring man, whose 
message had nothing to do with what the 
clenched fist has come to symbolise. 


Betty Comick 
Weymouth 


ESSEX SHOW 


Point Three, has, more than once, in the 
past 20 years, contained reports of the 
annual Toc H job at the Essex County 
Show — the catering for stockmen, staff 
and stallholders. The turnover of the 
marquee during 3 days of operation in 
1977 reached a total of £1,700. 
Chelmsford Branch were responsible for 
the planning, but the mammoth job was 
possible only because of those Toc H 
members who came from throughout 
Essex and further afield, bring with them 
families and friends. 

During the years of operation, we 
were able to contribute from the proceeds 
to Family Purse, and to local and 
national projects and appeals, but we also 
had a wonderful opportunity to make 
friends, to meet, work and laugh together 

Last year the Essex Agricultural 
Society, who run the Show, decided to 
include the Stockman’s Canteen in the 
contract of the professional caterers who 
covered the other refreshment marquees. 
] have just heard from the secretary of 
that society that I have been elected an 
Honorary Life Member of the EAS in 


recognition of ‘all the hard work which 
i! 


Open Forum (cont.) 


you have put in over the years’. Since 
1969, when I took over liaison with them, 
I have been the one to meet their officials, 
but their recognition to me, must include 
everyone who has helped in any way since 
the ‘show job’ began in 1959. I am just 
the lucky beneficiary. 

Can you please, through Point 
Three again, publicise to all those helpers 
that their efforts have been appreciated, 
To everyone who has sweltered or 
shivered at Gt Leighs in June; who has 
been nearly washed away or bogged in 
mud; who cut sandwiches, poured tea, 
cooked ‘full breakfasts’ or pie and mash, 
who washed up or answered the ‘shop’ 
call . . the thanks are due to you all, not 
only from the EAS but also from me. 


Janet Rauch 
Chelinsford 


FAIR SHARES FOR THE YOUNG! 


I am writing about the January issue of 
Point Three. In what was otherwise a 
very good magazine you have played 
down one of the major items of news that 
has taken place within the last few 
months, 

We all know that without young 
people joining the Movement Toc H is 
dead. In November there was a youth 
conference in Warrington, We had five 
people who came from Southampton, and 
others came from as far if not further. 
There were at least three people there 
with cameras, and you must have received 
details from the organisers and those who 
attended, Still all we get is one paragraph 
and a single photograph. 

Space is limited I know, but five 
pages on Central Council where few of the 


the real issues that affect Toc H are 
discussed, and only a short paragraph on a 
a very well attended meeting, Is that a 
fair balance? 

I can only feel that this sort of 
reporting (or lack of it) will not help to 
spread Toc H among the younger people, 
though it may keep the older members 
happy. It is the young people that you 
have to reach and keep interested. 


John Dickson 
Stockbridge, Hants 


MEMORIES 


...1 have more to add to the ‘Memories’ 
of Ted Terry (January 1979 letters). My 
uncle (organist at All Hallows 1929-1956) 
was proud of the fact that he had had the 
honour of playing the organ in the 
presence of two members of the Royal 
Family. The first occasion was when 

The Queen Mother attended a function 

at the Kingsway Hall, the conductor being 
the late Sir Walford Davies. The other 
was St David’s Day 1936 when I was also 
present in the organ loft with our old 
friend the former parish Secretary Miss 

C Johnson (‘Aunt Bess’). Edward VIII 
attended this Service at All Hallows 
before presenting leeks to members of the 
Welsh Guards on Tower Hill. He would 
not sit where a special hassock had been 
placed for him and certainly looked 
pre-occupied. We were told that during 
those months of indecision prior to his 
abdication he often attended the Church 
privately to pray for guidance. 


V E Crapp (Miss) 
Hounslow, Middlesex 


Photo: South Wales Argus 


Members of the 2nd Newport East Toc H 
Ranger Guides about to set out for 
14 


Buckingham Palace to receive their 
Duke of Edinburgh gold awards. 


eee 


Question 
Time 


At Central Council, Janet Rauch (SE 


Region and CEC member) raised the 
following question: 


‘David Ennals mentioned, in passing, the 
need to redesign the kidney donor cards 
in a more durable Barclay-card type of 
card, In this connection I would like to 
suggest that we as a Movement put 
forward the alternative wording‘‘Tissue 
Donor” Possible graft tissues such as 
heart, kidney, even heart-lung, as well as 
corneas, all need to be taken within 
minutes of death, rather than hours. 
Often it is a case of a tragic accident 
which gives occasion for suitable donors. 
Distressed relatives have their distress 
increased when permission must be 
sought. 


‘I feel that the wider approach of my 
suggested change of wording might 
obviate this added distress, and might 
result in the availability of more organs 
for such grafts. 


The Director followed up this question by 
writing to the Secretary of State for 
Social Services, David Ennals replied: 


‘Thank you for your letter of 6 December 
suggesting the adoption of an‘‘all organ” 
donor card. 


‘The only organs routinely transplanted 
at present are kidneys and corneas, and 
unlike kidneys, the supply of corneas is 
generally satisfactory. The Royal 
National Institute for the Blind issues a 
leaflet, a copy of which I attach, which 
explains the procedure for someone who 
wishes to donate his eyes. In view of the 
generally adequate supply of corneas my 
Department has mainly concentrated its 
efforts on increasing the supply of 
kidneys and this is why only kidney 
donor cards are available, It could be that 
to mention other organs on the card may 
deter some people who are quite prepared 
to donate kidneys but not other organs, 
from becoming donors and I would not 
want to take any steps which would in 
any way jeopardise the kidney supply. 


My Department has, however, 
commissioned a public attitude survey 
which includes questions to assess the 
likely reaction of the public to an all 
organ donor card, When we have the 
results of this survey we shall consider 
again the possibility of introducing an 
“all organ” card but in the meantime 
there is nothing to prevent a person who 
wishes to donate all or other parts of the 
body from amending the kidney donor 
card accordingly. Alternatively he may 
carry a written note of his wishes, and 
this would be equally valid legally.” 
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December in WARRINGTON 


Qn the day before Christmas Eve, 100 

children from the Rob Savva School of 
sic brought the town centre to a 

st andstill when they staged a mass carol 

concert there to raise funds for local 

Toc H activities. Some 600 shoppers 

io ined in and £53 was raised in an hour. 


Ready to go! (Father Christmas was 
Mark Dobson, Culcheth Branch) 


— 


— 
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Leading the singing 


After the show 


On 29 December, Gemini Branch gave a 
concert for the residents of an old 
people’s home. The various musical items 
were followed by a residents’ talent 
contest and a Bible reading by Jan 
Madden on the theme of ‘Love’ 
Altogether, a fantastic evening! 


Please Note 
Toc H and Chips 


Details of this Dor Knap weekend 
(25-28 May) were given in January’s 
Point Three. The speaker through 

the weekend will be Professor W 
Gosling, Head of the School of 
Electrical Engineering at the University 
of Bath and a leading authority in the 
micro-electronics field. 

Cost £15 per head 

Applications — enclosing £3 deposit — 
to John Mitchell, Kyrle House, Edde 
Cross Street, Ross on Wye, 
Herefordshire. 


Port Penrhyn 


H. Easter Project 

Come and help us build a jetty! 

Cementing, masonry, steel erection, 

but plenty of time for walking, 

canoeing and a good time, Bring 

your own ‘wellies’ and old clothes. 

Friday 13 to Friday 20 April 

Cost: £20 (including food) 

Write to: Ian Taylor, Adventure Centre, 

Port Penrhyn, Bangor, Gwynedd 

LL57 4HN enclosing £2 deposit. 

Bookings also now open for October 

1979 onwards, 

Current charges: Weekends 
Weekends £4 per person 
Mon to Fri £8 per person 
Sat toSat £12 per person 


Kay, in a quiet chat with a resident, 


A 
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Gemini Trio, (David, Ron and Clive) 


Photos: Jim Waltham 


2. i 
Jan and Clive lead the community singing 


OMER COIA, 


If the scenery were not beautiful, the air not so pure and sparkling, and 
the accommodation not so charmingly rustic, a Summer Cottage would 
be a home away from home. 

The comforts provided are the necessary ones, for half the enjoyment , 
of a holiday comes from blending into the landscape, leaving modern 
‘civilisation’ and its attendant worries back home. 
Combine this with Britain’s unbelievably beautiful countryside you 
have a combination you'll remember all your life. 

Whether it’s history, nature, mythology or archaeology you seek, you 
can find it in a Summer Cottage. 
Strolling through verdant fields, leaning against bars in pubs once 
frequented by squires and smugglers, or gazing across the sea... it’s 
hard to imagine a holiday that provides so much that’s memorable for 
so little in the way of money. 
We have properties in most parts of the country, so why don’t you write 


Small Ads | ® 


Small advertisements must be received (with 
remittance) live Weeks before publication day. 
which is the 23rd of the preceding month. The 
charge is 3p a word tminimum 30p) to Point 
Three Magazine. Rates of display advertise- 
ments can be obtained from the Editorial 
OtTice., Toe H, 1 l orest Close, Wendover, Bucks. 
Telephone: 0296 623911. 


Christian friendship/marriage introductions, 
All ages, Nationwide. Also single holidays. 
Weekend house parties, C F Fellowship, 
Dept/B23, Fdenthurpe, Doncaster, (SAF). 


Raise funds quickly. easily. Superb ball-pens, 
combs, key fobs, diaries, ete gold stamped to 
your requirements. Details: Northern 
Novelties, Bradford BDI 31H. 


or telephone: 
SUMMER COTTAGES 


(0305) 67545 


Bruges, Belgium. Hotel 
Jacobs (established 50 
years) Welcomes Toc H 
parties and individual 
visitors to this lovely old 
city Within easy reach of 
other famous cities of art. 
and of the coast. Comfort- 
able, modernised hotel. 
Quiet situation. Parking. English spoken. 
Strongly recommended. Bed and breakfast only. 
Mr Jules Lietaert, Hotel Jacobs, Ballestraut 1. 
Bruges 8000. Telephone: (050) 398 31/32. 


Caravan, Clacton. Toc H families welcome. 

6 berth van, fully equipped, 100 yards from 
sea, good facilities for children. Heated 
swimming pool. British Rail from Liverpool 

St and coaches from London. Local bus 
service. Season April-October. £26 per week, 
Full details and map from Mrs Burgess, 6 Upper 
Park Road, Clacton, Essex, Tel: 0255 29428, 
SAE please. 


i À 


Georgian House, Trinity Street, Dorchester 


If 
P b, 
KEN VE ee 


Weymouth Bed, breakfast and evening meal: 
family run guest house, 400 yards seafront, 
Free car park, residential licence, Couch parties 
welcome. Terms from £30 per week, Open all 
year including Christmas. Mrs Cole, Kirtleton 
House, 21 Kirtleton Avenue, Weymouth. 

Tel: Weymouth 5296. 


Perranporth, Cornwall, Toc H Chalet (wooden) 
for self catering holidays (not 5 star 
accommodation) 2 bedrooms, slecps 6. 
Summer season £25 per week. Leaflet on 
receipt of SAE to Fred Whybra, Heartis Farm, 
Copperhill, Troon, Camborne, Cornwall. 


Travelling to the Channel Islands? Why uot 
leave your car with us? Open or covered 
accommodation, Free transport tu and from 
Wey mouth Quay. For further details please 
write enclosing sa e fo: Redlands Channel 
Island Cur Park, (Proprietor E W Westmacott) 
369 Dorchester Road, Weymouth, Dorset. 
Tel: Upwey (030.581) 2841. 
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